
Calculate Usage And Determine Your
Energy Costs:

Step 1. Use an average cost per kilowatt-hour of 9 cents
in your calculations.

Step 2. Determine how many kWh are required to operate
an appliance:

kWh used = wattage* x hours used (or fraction of an hour)

÷ 1000 watts

Example: 1500 watts x 214 hours
= 321 kWh used

1000 watts

*Wattage should be printed on the serial plate of the appliance.
If it is not listed, multiply:

RUNNING LOAD AMPS (RLA) x VOLTS = WATTAGE

Step 3. Find the cost of operating the appliance:

Cost = kWh used x cost per kWh

Example: 321 kWh used x 9 cents per kWh = $28.89

How To Calculate Operating Costs For
Appliances With Thermostats

Some appliances contain a thermostat that

turns the appliance on and off during use. If the

appliance has an indicator light, record the

intervals of time the light is on.

See Detailed Chart Inside.

Automated Meter Reading System

Automated meter reading (AMR) allows remote

readings of any meter in Palmetto Electric

Cooperative’s system. This allows better tracking,

quicker power restoration and improved service.

With AMR, devices inside a co-op substation

communicate with the meters and relay that

information to headquarters. The AMR meter has

a display that you can easily read.

Protection against

harmful surges.

Palmetto Electric Cooperative, Inc.Palmetto Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Find out where your energy

dollars go.

Meter
Monitor

Call your local Palmetto Electric Cooperative
office for additional information on any of
these programs.You can also find information
on our website: www.palmetto.coop

Hampton: 803-943-2211 Hilton Head: 843-681-5551
New River: 843-208-5551 Ridgeland: 843-726-5551

Toll Free: 1-800-922-5551

The Touchstone Energy® symbol is your
assurance that we’re a community-minded cooperative

providing high standards of service to customers
large and small.

1-07-1M-3526 Printed on recycled paper

P.O. Box 820
Ridgeland, South Carolina 29936

Palmetto Electric Cooperative is
pleased to offer information on the
following programs and services:

Energy Efficiency and Savings

H2O Select® Water Heater Program
EC Home Improvement® Loan Program
Touchstone Energy Home®Energy Efficiency Program

Safety, Security and the Environment

Illuma Knight® Security Lighting
Surge Guard® Surge Protection
GOFER® Give Oil For Energy Recovery
Green Power Renewable Energy Program
Palmetto Security Systems

Payment Arrangements

Bank Draft
Levelized Billing
E-Payment

Other Services

CHAMP™ Appliance Repair Program
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You can save money
by understanding how
you use electricity

Where Do Your Energy Dollars Go?

The energy experts at Palmetto Electric

Cooperative offer this brochure to help you use

electricity more efficiently. One way to become a

more energy efficient consumer is to learn how to

read your meter and calculate the cost of operating

your household appliances. We work to use

innovative technologies to provide reliable

electricity at the lowest possible cost.And when it

comes to conserving energy – knowledge is power!

How To Read A Meter

Electricity usage is measured in kilowatt-hours.

To find out how many kilowatt-hours you’ve used

in a given time period, you should regularly check

your electric meter. Your electric meter is digital

and easy to read.

Take a few minutes each day to record the

reading from your electric meter on the meter

monitor chart Start at the first of the month and

try to read your meter around the same time

each day.

By subtracting the previous day’s reading from

the current day’s reading, you will know how many

kilowatt-hours you’ve used in the past 24 hours. For

example:

46,397 TODAYʼS READING
– 46,347 YESTERDAYʼS READING

50 KILOWATT-HOURS USED
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By recording a

reading daily, you can

determine

which days you used

the most electricity.

Use the meter

monitor chart on

the next page to

calculate your

weekly and

monthly totals.

When records show that large amounts of

electricity have been used, look at your family’s

activities during those periods. Did you have

guests? Did the weather change? Then, you can

adjust your activities to use energy more wisely.

Knowing What It Costs To Operate
Appliances Can Help You Save Money

Price is not the only thing to consider when

purchasing appliances. Knowing how much it

costs to run them can save you money. Included

here is a convenient chart that provides estimates

of average monthly costs. Actual costs may vary

greatly depending on the size of your family and

your lifestyle. Remember, the cost of operating

an appliance depends on the unit’s wattage,

the length of time it is operated and the cost of

electricity per kilowatt-hour (kWh).
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Daily kWh Record of Daily Activities that
Reading Used Daily Affect Your Energy Use

1 1
2 2
3 3
4 4
5 5
6 6
7 7
Weekly Total
8 8
9 9
10 10
11 11
12 12
13 13
14 14
Weekly Total
15 15
16 16
17 17
18 18
19 19
20 20
21 21
Weekly Total
22 22
23 23
24 24
25 25
26 26
27 27
28 28
Weekly Total
29 29
30 30
31 31
Extra Days Total

MONTHLY TOTAL

Monthly Total kWh Usage X Average Cost Per kWh = Estimated Bill
_______________________ X _________________________ = ____________________________

Meter Monitor Chart
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